
Friday, March 5, 2021 Speaker Bios 

Construction of I-95 Southbound over Rappahannock River 
Robert Ridgell, PE, DBIA, Virginia DOT, Fredericksburg District 
Robert Ridgell, PE, DBIA is the District Mega Projects Engineer for the Fredericksburg District of the Virginia Department 
of Transportation and the Project Manager for the I-95 Rappahannock River Crossing Projects. Mr. Ridgell oversees the 
execution of the Improve 95 program with a combined program value of nearly one billion dollars. Robert is a 2008 
graduate of Virginia Tech with a Bachelor's Degree in Civil Engineering and started working in construction at only 14 
with his family's former construction firm. In 2020 Robert was named one of the Top 40 under 40 young professionals in 
the US construction industry. 

Jerry Whitlock, PE, DBIA, PMP, CCM, Wagman Heavy Civil, Inc. 
Jerry Whitlock, PE, DBIA, PMP, CCM is a Design-Build Coordinator for Wagman and for the I-95 SB Rappahannock River 
Crossing project. Jerry is the Entrusted Engineer In Charge for the I-95 NB Rappahannock River Crossing project. For both 
projects, Jerry leads constructability reviews of the design, public outreach, and coordination of field related changes. 
For I-95 NB RRC, Jerry is responsible to ensure that the design and construction provide a safe and functional-end 
product. Jerry is a 2002 graduate of the Virginia Military Institute with a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering and a 
2003 graduate of West Virginia University with a Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering. Mr. Whitlock has 20 years of 
combined military and civilian construction experience and is currently a Commander in the US Navy Civil Engineer Corp. 

Trip Phaup, PE, Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. (JMT) 
Trip Phaup, PE, with Johnson, Mirmiran and Thompson, Inc. (JMT), serves as the Lead Structural Engineer for the I-95 
Rappahannock River Crossing Projects, responsible for the design of the two new bridges across the Rappahannock River 
and four new bridges across Route 17. Mr. Phaup has more than 32 years of experience in the analysis, design, and 
preparation of preliminary and final plans, special provisions, and construction cost estimates for a variety of highway, 
railway, and miscellaneous structures. These projects have covered a range of engineering complexity and site 
characteristics, including new structures, replacement structures, staged construction requirements, and temporary 
highway and railway structures. Mr. Phaup received a BS degree in Civil Engineering and an MS degree in Civil 
Engineering with an emphasis in structures from Virginia Tech and received an MBA degree from Virginia 
Commonwealth University.  

ABC – Design & Construction – State-of-the-Art Design/Construction Provisions for Practice 
Mike Culmo, PE, CHA Consulting, Inc. 
Michael P. Culmo, PE is a Structural Engineer with 37 years of experience in bridge and highway design. He has extensive 
experience in the design of steel, concrete, and prestressed/precast concrete bridges, and has been responsible for 
managing design teams on new expressway bridges, highway interchanges, bridge rehabilitation, and related highway 
structures. He has special expertise is in the field of accelerated bridge construction technologies. He has completed two 
research projects for the National Cooperative Research Program as the Principal Investigator. He is the author of 
numerous national publications and manuals on bridges and was the principal author of the 2018 AASHTO LRFD Guide 
Specifications for ABC. Mr. Culmo holds a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering and a master’s degree in Structural 
Engineering, both from the University of Connecticut. He is a licensed professional engineer in eight states. 

Georgia & South Carolina Bonded Concrete Intersection Experience 
Melissa Love Campbell, PE, Southeast Cement Promotion Association 
Melissa Love Campbell, PE has been the Georgia Pavement Applications Director for the Southeast Cement Promotion 
Association, Inc. (SCPA) since 2017. In 2013 she retired from the SCDOT after 25 years.  She served as the State Materials 
Engineer and Pavement Design Engineer. She has also worked on design-build teams, pavement evaluation and design 
projects with consulting firms. She graduated from the University of South Carolina with a Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Engineering in Civil Engineering. 

Every Day Counts (EDC) Initiative on Bonded/Unbonded Concrete Overlays 
Sam Tyson, PE, FHWA 
Sam Tyson, PE is a concrete pavement engineer in FHWA’s Office Infrastructure located in Washington, DC. He is a 
registered professional engineer in the District of Columbia, and a graduate of the University of Virginia where he earned 
both Bachelor of Engineering and Master of Science degrees in civil engineering. Sam served on active duty as a 
commissioned officer in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and was a research engineer with the Virginia Department of 



Transportation. In the private sector, Sam was director of technical services for ready-mixed concrete companies 
operating in the District of Columbia and Northern Virginia; and, he was the executive director of a national trade 
association based in the Washington, DC area.  

Closing Remarks 
Charles “Andy” Babish, PE, Virginia DOT, Materials Division 
Andy Babish, PE obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering Technology from Bluefield State College and his 
MSCE from Virginia Tech. Andy has been with VDOT for 23 years with the last 13 years as the State Materials 
Engineer. He started as a geotechnical engineer designing deep foundations for bridges within VDOT before moving to 
Materials where he worked on soft ground improvement methods for major projects. Subsequently, he took roles in 
various District Materials offices before becoming the State Materials Engineer. 

 

 

 

 

 


